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AFJ’s Bolder Advocacy program 
equips nonprofits with the knowledge 
and tools necessary to engage in bold 
and effective advocacy. We build the 
power of grassroots organizations to 
reform systems and promote positive 
policy change.

Learn more about 
Bolder Advocacy’s 

workshops, technical 
assistance, and other 

legal resources.



The information discussed in this presentation is 
provided for informational purposes only 

and not as part of an attorney-client relationship.

This presentation is not a substitute for legal, tax, or other 
professional advice tailored to your specific circumstances, 
and it may not be relied upon to avoid penalties that may 

be imposed under federal, state, or local law.



1. Comparing Tax Exempt Organizations

2. 501(c)(3) Public Charity Advocacy

3. 501(c)(4) Social Welfare Advocacy

4. PAC Advocacy

TODAY’S AGENDA



COMPARING TAX
EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS



Examples

501(c)(4)
(Social Welfare Orgs)

501(c)(3)
(Public Charities)

Tax-exempt
Tax-deductible
contributions

Tax Treatment

527
(Political Orgs)

Lobbying 
Activities

Limited Unlimited

Secondary activity

Tax-exempt Tax-exempt

Rare & usually
taxable

Usually sole
activity

Partisan
Activities Prohibited



AVENUES OF ADVOCACY FOR 
501(c)(3) PUBLIC CHARITIES



















What Does it Mean to Remain Nonpartisan?

“Facts and Circumstances” 







501(c)(4) Social Welfare 
Advocacy









PAC Advocacy





1-866-675-6229

advocacy@afj.org

afj.org

@afjbebold

@allianceforjustice

facebook.com/bolderadvocacy

afj.org/bolderadvocacy.org/podcast

CONNECT WITH US
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